Shumate Family Update -- October 7, 2008


Dear Friends:

We have been very thankful for the many ministry opportunities that we have been able to share with you over the past few years. In this letter, however, I wanted to give you a little update on our family. 

25th Wedding Anniversary

July 30, Linda and I celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary. Thank you so much for the expression of kind thoughts on the part of Pastor Alvis on this occasion. We were able to get a few days to ourselves in the mountains of southern Arizona. A dear Christian couple has made a mountain cottage available for the use of our MGMI team members. The first two days there overlapped with the visit of Keith and Lourdes Huhta and their son, Andrew. Keith is the director of the Institute in Hermosillo and the field director for the missionaries that serve there. The location was perfect for us to do some strategic planning. The Lord really helped sharpen our vision for His work in the Hispanic world. After the Huhtas left for Hermosillo, Linda and I had the place to ourselves. It was a much needed time of rest with some excursions; we visited historic Fort Huachuca and went for a long trail ride in the hills some miles to the west.
Family Camp
We returned to Phoenix and were able to go as a family to our church family camp. This was a great time for us. There was great preaching, great fellowship, and great fun. One thing about the dear Hispanic folks of our congregation is that they love to cook. We went prepared with sandwiches and chips only to find that a bunch of them were prepared to do some real cooking for every meal. We had tacos de carne asada (grilled steak tacos), pollo asado (grilled chicken), and menudo (you don’t want to know what that is!), all with generous helpings of frijoles (beans) and salsa. Pastor Manuel Acedo of Hermosillo, Mexico, preached some challenging messages regarding the family. We were camping in tents, and we all got soaked one evening by torrential rains, but no one abandoned ship and went home, and the spirit was still warm.

Church Ministry
We really love our church. The people have such great heart for God, for each other, and for the lost. Nearly every Sunday there are unsaved visitors, and it is not unusual at all for someone to be saved. There are many new converts in the assembly, and their zeal for the Lord is contagious. There is a well-attended men’s prayer meeting Tuesday evenings, and an enthusiastic group meets on Saturday mornings for evangelism. The Lord has greatly blessed me with the opportunity to have an influence in the lives and ministries of the interim pastor and his pastoral staff. We also appreciate the many opportunities that our children have to serve. 

School Preparations
In the latter part of August we had to get ready for a very busy fall. We got the older children ready and sent off to school. Ruth (a senior) and Robert (a sophomore) flew back to Bob Jones University. We drove Katherine down to the Institute in Hermosillo, Mexico, for her first year of college (in Spanish). She is nervous but very excited. Already she has made some friends and has started helping out by playing the piano in one of the churches in town.

Linda and the three younger ones (Stephen, Mary and Joanna) are all at Mission Christian School which is located in the same facility as our church and our mission offices. Linda is teaching all three science classes in the Junior High and High School. She spent much of the summer researching and equipping a new science lab for the school. Please pray for her. Her work is a great help to us financially, as well as an opportunity to be a part of the growth of these young people. Stephen just had his 15th birthday and is playing on the soccer team. Mary and Joanna are getting used to their new teachers.

Unexpected Opportunity
As for me, my schedule was interrupted by tropical storms Gustav, Hanna, and Ike. A group of fundamental pastors and missionaries has been trying to network to help our brethren affected by natural disasters and take advantage of the open doors for the Gospel that are presented during those times. Our involvement grows out of the burden that we need to get the Hispanic churches in this country involved in the effort. For two weeks we have been watching the various storms and building a database of Hispanic churches that might need help or that might be able to help.
In Joy and in Sadness

On September 10 I traveled to Ohio to participate in a several conferences. The first was a lay leadership conference at a supporting church in Findlay, Ohio. I then travelled and was able to minister all day on the following Sunday at a supporting church in Smithville, Ohio, southwest of Cleveland. The plan was then to attend a meeting of mission board leaders in the Cleveland area. The first day of the conference, however, I learned that the son of a dear friend in the ministry was killed in a traffic accident in South Carolina. I, therefore, changed plans and drove there to participate in the funeral services. It was a very sorrowful time; but even amid tragedy it was a blessing to see again the truth that Christians do not sorrow as those who have no hope. Our Hope, the Lord Jesus Christ, gives consolation and assurance even in the gravest tragedies. On the way from Ohio to South Carolina I was again reminded of the need to reach Hispanics with the Gospel. In the middle of rural Kentucky I stopped for lunch and found a newly opened Mexican restaurant. It was a great opportunity to speak Spanish with the staff and give a word of testimony. I was also amazed at the food—authentic Mexican tacos de carne asada—in the middle of Kentucky! It was as good as I have eaten anywhere. I left thinking, “There needs to be a Hispanic ministry here!”
Churches Reaching Hispanics in Virginia

After just a couple of days at home, Steve Rubio and I left Phoenix to participate in a Hispanic ministry conference and outreach activity in Hampton, Virginia. Brother Rubio is the youth pastor of the Hispanic church that we attend in Phoenix. He had never been to Virginia, and I wanted him to see the great field of opportunity in the southeast. We had a wonderful time at the conference and were thrilled to see a network developing among English-speaking churches to reach the many Spanish-speakers around them. On Saturday, the church hosted its annual Hispanic appreciation day and soccer tournament. There were over 500 Hispanics that attended, and a number of salvation decisions were made, not to mention a host of new contacts for the church to follow up. We must work together to help each other with this great opportunity.

Travel for the Rest of the Fall

Below is my itinerary so far through November. I would especially appreciate your prayers for my family as I am away from home:

October 15-19 – Missions Conference, Tri-City Baptist Church; Westminster, Colorado

October 20-24 – Missions Emphasis Week, Bob Jones University; Greenville, SC
October 26 – Faith Baptist Church; Morningside Baptist Church; Greenville, SC 

October 27-31 – Fundamental Baptist Fellowship, Caribbean Regional Meeting; San Juan, Puerto Rico

November 2 – Harvest Baptist Church; Rock Hill, South Carolina

November 5-10 – Visit to Institute Práctico Ebenezer; Hermosillo, Mexico

November 15-19 – Missions Conference, Grace Baptist Church; Farmington, NM

We so much appreciate your prayers. Please pray for the following:

· For spiritual growth in our lives and the lives of our children

· For wisdom in the development of the many opportunities that we have

· For God to send the right people to be part of the MGMI team and the right churches to be partners together with us

· For our personal support (approximately 65%)
May the Lord richly bless you.

Your servant in Christ,

David Shumate

