The Huhta Family Prayer Letter
Multiplying leaders for Jesus Christ in Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico 


Dear Friend,









MAY—JUNE  2008

Great Graduation.  This year we had great blessing from the Lord in the graduation banquet and ceremonies, as we saw 15 young men and women finish their four-year Bible college training in order to head out into their places of ministry through the local churches.  These graduates represent the breadth and length of Mexico, coming from 10 of the 31 states of Sonora (2), Baja California, Morelos, Guanajuato, Puebla, Nuevo León, Aguascalientes (2), Michoacán, Tamaulipas, the Distrito Federal and the State of Mexico (2), and from the United States: the state of California.  Twelve of the 13 pastors of these young people made the trip to Hermosillo to be present for this significant event, and each gave a concise challenge to the graduates during the graduation ceremony.  Nine of the 13 pastors are Mexican pastors, and five of those are graduates from our Institute, who sent young people from their churches to study at their alma mater!
Fortieth Anniversary.  It has been forty years in the desert … but hopefully not going around in circles!  No, it is not our fortieth wedding anniversary (we actually just reached our twentieth last week), nor is it my fortieth year serving in Mexico (it will be twenty-six in August), but rather it will be the fortieth year for the ministry of the Institute in Hermosillo.  The work of training Hispanic leaders had begun years before in Phoenix under MGMI but then was transferred to Hermosillo in 1969, and so this coming school year will mark the fortieth year of continuous service in training servants for the Spanish-speaking harvest field!  The theme was chosen when they …called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us (1 Samuel 7:12). God, who is our rock of help, has shown Himself faithful!  Many of you, in response to the Lord’s leading, have had a part over these many years, for which we are grateful.
Our staff and students and friends of the Institute in Mexico are asking the Lord for the following special requests in conjunction with the theme of forty. Will you join us?
· Forty new students for the coming school year (Pray for beds, dressers, and closets to house them!)

· Forty ministries of graduates to be visited by Institute personnel during the year
· Forty graduates to speak in chapel throughout the school year
· Forty Mexican and Hispanic churches to support the Institute financially (I am thinking it would be good to add forty American churches to this request as well!)

· Four hundred hectares for the new campus (1 hectare = 2.4 acres.  The total area for the property we are looking at is approximately 1000 acres.)

New Mission in Guaymas.  We have had a small part in the work of the new church plant in the city of Guaymas, an hour and fifteen minutes south of Hermosillo.  Church members and Institute students travel each weekend to give the gospel and hold services.  The work is progressing slowly in terms of attendance at the Sunday morning service (the only service currently being held), and, at the same time, the students involved are gaining valuable experience.  On one Sunday, when we were occupied in another ministry, the team saw 23 people visit the service…22 of whom were first-time visitors!  On another occasion we only saw three children come, so we took about 15 minutes toward the end of the Sunday school hour to pass out tracts and invite the downtown passers-by to the service.  In that short space, we saw four visitors come to the service!  Oh, that the Lord would grant us to see that kind of response multiplied many times!
Please pray for the Lord’s provision in our personal support—we have been losing support recently!  May the Lord who is always faithful supply all of your need by His grace in Christ!
Sincerely for the Huhtas,
Keith 
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